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“The Anguish of Obedience”  

Job 2:11 – 3:26 – September 20, 2020 

  

 

 

Please join me in Job Chapter 2.  We continue this Old Testament story that tells us about the 

profound suffering of a very godly man.  This morning’s message titled is The Anguish of 

Obedience. 

 

Moving into a sermon with that title, let me first say that there is joy in the Lord.  Hallelujah for 

the gladness of heart that the Lord gives to us by the work of His Spirit.  That is something that 

the Lord desires for us.   I pray that that is the theme of our walk with Christ, even understanding 

that there are seasons of life that can become filled with pain.  Sometimes those seasons of life 

are filled with such pain that people wish they had never been born. 

 

Many people throughout the ages have expressed that very thing.  They go through the turmoil 

and the difficulty of this world, and they begin questioning whether it would have been better not 

to exist at all.  Such thoughts and feelings can even enter into the people of God.   

 

People have felt this way wondering if it would have been better if they had never been born at 

all.  Many people have thought this way.  This has been captured in popular society, in pop 

culture.  One of my favorite movies is It’s a Wonderful Life.   Not only is that one of my favorite 

Christmas movies, but it is one of my favorite movies.  At a crucial point in the plot, the hero of 

the story, George Bailey, got so stressed out that he came to the place where he made the wish 

that he had never been born at all.   

 

Maybe some of you are like Freddie Mercury’s lyric in the Queen’s song, Bohemian Rhapsody.  

I don’t know what word I would use to describe that song.  However, Mercury has one lyric in 

the song where he sings: I sometimes wish I’d never been born at all.  In the storyline of that 

song, he felt that way after rashly killing somebody. 

 

This morning we open the Scripture and we find that Job felt that way, and he was one of the 

godliest men in the pages of Scripture.  Here was a man living at the center of the will of the 

Lord.  The headline information about Job presented at the very beginning of this book is that he 

was blameless, upright, feared the Lord, and shunned evil.  That description of Job is used three 

times.   

 

As we think about what is here, even a man such as this who walked with the Lord, came to the 

place where the sorrow that was in his heart was so serious that he was lamenting the day of his 

birth.  It was even more than a lament.  It became a curse. 

 

Looking back at what we learned in the book of Job over the first two chapters, we can praise 

God that what we are informed of is the sovereignty of God even over the suffering His people 

experience in this life. 
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In Chapters 1 and 2, yes, we have seen Job suffering at the hands of Satan the Adversary.  But 

Satan was not allowed to do anything he wanted.  He did not have free reign to do anything that 

his mind would have concocted.  Satan was only allowed to go as far as the Living God allowed 

him to go.   

 

Looking through the opening chapters of Job, we see that God is the one on the throne.  God is 

the one in charge.  We saw that God’s purpose in the suffering of Job was to display the 

authenticity of saving faith before a cosmic audience of the angelic hosts.  We will see at the end 

of the book that God also purposed to bless Job richly at the end of the story.   

 

We read and we can understand that Satan did not have the freedom to do whatever he wanted to 

do in the life of any Christian.  He is under divine limitation.  God reigns over the boundaries of 

the difficulties we face in this life. 

 

Understand, God does not just see our pain and our troubles.  God does not just care about the 

trials that we face.  God ordains them.  He is at work in them.  We may not understand so much 

of what He is doing through trials, but we do know that there is a God who reigns on high. 

 

We do know that there is a God who is wise beyond measure.  We know there is a God who has 

a love that is beyond measure and that He is using the trials of this life to form us and fashion us 

into the image of Jesus.  God is doing things that are going to have eternal value; things that 

would blow our minds.  God is the one in charge!   

 

That being understood, that being rejoiced in, we still feel the profound weight of sorrow and 

pain as we go through the trials that are experienced in this life.  Sometimes our hearts and our 

bodies heave as we sob.  This is the case in the life of Christians. 

 

It is possible to be at the center of God’s will like Job, to walk in the ways of the Lord like Job, 

to be a person of theological perception like Job, and to be in a place of pain and emotional 

anguish in the trials that we experience in this life. 

 

We will see it as it is laid out before us as we move into the portion of Scripture where Job opens 

up his heart about the turbulence that was within him in the mist of the suffering that he was 

experiencing. 

 

As we get in the text that is before us this morning, I would understand that we move at least 

several weeks if not a couple months into the future from the reference point was saw in Chapter 

2.  We saw in Chapter 1 how Job experienced the loss of wealth, resources, and the loss of his 

children.  And in Chapter 2, the loss of his health. 

 

Now we move forward probably over a month into the future.  Job had been sitting among the 

ashes.  The setting of the rest of Job is not defined for us.  Some people recognizing the ashes 

would understand Job to be just outside the gates of the closest city, amongst the ashes from the 

garbage where they burned refuse.  That is one way this is understood because clearly ashes are 

throughout these opening chapters.   
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However, I somehow get the picture of Job among the ruins of the house of his first born son.  

There he was with his body deteriorating from the sickness that he had been suffering under for 

weeks, if not months.  Job was lingering with his memories, thinking about life before the 

avalanche of suffering was released.  Thinking about days and years gone by. 

 

Here in the book of Job in what comes next, we see the anguish of obedience.  We see a man 

who was right with the Lord, who was even submitting to the trials that were happening in his 

life; who had made profound statements of faith that were genuine and true. 

 

However, at the same time what we see is that in suffering the soul can be rubbed raw.  We see 

the anguish of obedience going into the portion of Scripture ahead of us in two ways.  First, it 

will be revealed in the reaction of Job’s friends.  Second, it is going to be revealed in the 

response of Job’s heart. 

 

First we see the anguish of obedience revealed in: 

 

1. The reaction of Job’s Friends (2:11-13) 

 

Here is what read in Job Chapter 2 and Verses 11 through 13: 

 
11

Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this evil that had come upon him, they 

came each from his own place, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuite, and Zophar 

the Naamathite.  They made an appointment together to come to show him 

sympathy and comfort him.  
12

And when they saw him from a distance, they did not 

recognize him.  And they raised their voices and wept, and they tore their robes and 

sprinkled dust on their heads toward heaven.  
13

And they sat with him on the 

ground seven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw 

that his suffering was very great. 

 

So we are introduced to Job’s friends.  We see a very dramatic reaction in them when they saw 

their friend Job. 

 

We can imagine that they likely traveled by a camel caravan from the south.  They met together 

at a certain point, and then they traveled together the rest of the way.  When they arrived to Job’s 

homeland, they saw the estate from a distance and they must have been aghast, because the 

whole region that had once been dominated by Job’s flocks and herds was desolate.  Everything 

was gone.   

 

Job’s friends would have noticed this devastation first, but that was not when they lost it.  It was 

when they saw this figure in the distance and said that could not be Job.  They drew closer and 

closer and then they recognized that is was Job, and this was where they lost it. 

 

Have you heard that phrase before?  Do you know what it means to lose it?  To see something 

that is so unexpected and painful and difficult to see that you come unraveled.  You get 

bewildered and you even shed tears and have sorrow coming from you. 
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This is what Job’s friends saw, and they lost it.  We would understand that Job was several 

weeks into his sickness.  All of Job’s noble garments were stripped away.  His noble head of hair 

and his beard were shaved.  Job’s eyes were sunken into his head.  His body was thin and 

emaciated.  He was distant.  He was gaunt. 

 

Job’s friends could not believe their eyes.  They just wept.  It was the kind of weeping that 

involved more than the tear ducts.  It was the kind of weeping that involved the vocal chords, the 

chest, and the inner being.  They wept!  They were broken when they saw Job. 

 

It says that they were so devastated by what they saw that they sat on the ground with Job for 

seven days and seven nights.  When was the last time you sat on the ground at all?  These men 

normally had cushions and carpets and pillows.  These were not men who sat on the ground.   

 

When was the last time you sat on the ground for seven minutes?  Seven hours?  Job’s friends 

were on the ground with him for seven days, all through the night for a full week.  It is amazing 

to see this.  They were looking upon the condition of Job and what we understand is that they 

were undone by it.  

 

What we also know is that Job was a righteous man in the sight of the Lord.  He was blameless.  

He was upright.  He was a man who lived a life of worship.  He was a man who lived a life 

pursuing sanctification and purity.  He was blameless before the Lord.  This is the anguish of 

obedience that is sometimes experienced in the lives of obedient followers of God, those made 

obedient by the grace of God.  But we still see how hard it can be.   

 

It is often recognized that these friends were at their best during those seven days.  They were 

silent and they were present.  What we see in that silent presence is deep ministry.  They came to 

comfort and sympathize with Job.  This is probably the period of time when they were most 

effective in this. 

 

The whole thing went south when they tried to diagnose the whole thing and start counseling 

Job.  That’s when, instead of alleviating Job’s suffering, they were perpetuating it.  But at this 

moment, we see ministry that is deeply substantial. 

 

Brothers and sisters, we must understand the ministry of just being present with brothers and 

sisters in the Lord or neighbors around us who may not even know the Lord, but who are deeply 

suffering.   

 

Often when somebody is suffering brothers and sisters in the Lord will remain distant because 

they don’t know what to say.  They don’t know what the right words are.  Who said you had to 

say anything at all?   

 

There is something about just surrounding someone and letting them know, I am here and I am 

concerned for you.  Maybe those are all the words that are necessary.  I remember back at times 

of bereavement and suffering and hardship in my life.  People would gather around me and I 

don’t remember a single word that they said.  I just remember people being there. 
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So this is something that we need to see and appreciate at this early stage of their ministry to Job.  

We need to gather around people who are going through suffering.  We continue and see the 

second way in which the anguish of obedience is revealed here in the book of Job. 

 

First we saw the anguish of obedience revealed in the reaction of Job’s friends.  They were 

devasted by what they saw.  Then we also see the anguish of obedience revealed in: 

 

2. The response of Job’s Heart (3:1-26) 

 

Now we move into Chapter 3 and Chapter 3 is comprised of Job’s lament.  What we have here in 

this chapter is a cry of profound sorrow that came from the turbulence that was within Job at that 

stage of his experience. 

 

Job Chapter 3 has twenty-six-verses.  The first two are verses of introduction.  The rest of the 

verses are lament, and in Verses 3 through 10, it takes the form of a curse.  Job cursed as he 

released what was going on inside of him.  Then in the second part, Job complained.  That 

complaint will be filled with questions that Job began to ask.   

 

As we look at this first portion of it, we see a man who is in the depth of emotional torment.  

Things were very, very dark.  This is the dimmest chapter in the book of Job.  Satan predicted 

that Job would curse God to His face and Job never did.  Job never committed blasphemy. 

 

But what we do see is that Job was so filled with aguish that he actually cursed the day of his 

birth, whishing that it had never happened.   

 

 a. Job curses the day of his birth (3:1-10) 

 

Let’s see how this is laid out before us.  Job  Chapter 3 and Verses 1 through 10: 

 
1
After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth. 

2
And Job said: 

 
3
”Let the day perish on which I was born, 

and the night that said, 

‘A man is conceived.’ 
4
Let that day be darkness! 

May God above not seek it, 

nor light shine upon it. 
5
Let gloom and deep darkness claim it. 

Let clouds dwell upon it; 

let the blackness of the day terrify it. 
6
That night—let thick darkness seize it! 

Let it not rejoice among the days of the year; 

let it not come into the number of the months. 
7
Behold, let that night be barren; 

let no joyful cry enter it. 



6 

 

8
Let those curse it who curse the day, 

who are ready to rouse up Leviathan. 
9
Let the stars of its dawn be dark; 

let it hope for light, but have none, 

nor see the eyelids of the morning, 
10

becaue it did not shut the doors of my mother’s womb, 

nor hide trouble from my eyes. 

 

In his lament, Job cursed the day of his birth.  It was his wish that somehow time would be 

reversed and the day of his birth would be consumed with black darkness.  Just to make sure Job 

got the wish that he requested, he said, Let’s go even further back from the day of birth.  Let’s go 

to the night of my conception.  Let’s have that time covered in blackness as well. 

 

Job was a man who was suffering deep, deep turmoil here in this portion of Scripture.  It is as 

though he had a set of scales and was weighing the balance of his life.  On the one side of the 

scales, he had his first five decades of life filled with all the happiness and prosperity that he 

experienced. 

 

Then on the other side of the scale, he had the last two months of his life filled with all of the 

grief and in the condition he was in then, the scale dropped dramatically in favor of the weight of 

the past two months.  Job was saying that he would rather not of lived at all than to experience 

the kind of pain that he was experiencing recently in his life.   

 

Brothers and sisters, understand that Job was a man of God.  Job was a man who was in deep, 

deep waters.  And what we see here is that even those who are submissive to the ways of the 

Lord, who are walking in the Lord and trusting in Him, their souls and inwards emotions can get 

rubbed raw. 

 

I think that those of you that have experienced this are probably more than those who have not.  I 

know I have experienced moments like this.  One of my boys in the ICU.  I was losing sleep and 

worried about my son.  I remember one time in the waiting room at about four in the morning 

just releasing this torrent of pain and anguish to the Lord, because I was at the end of myself. 

 

This is lament.  This is what is to cast your anxieties upon the Lord.  We think of casting our 

cares upon the Lord as though it is this polite thing.  No!  Look at David and how he had his 

psalms of lament.  Look at Jeremiah and the depression of his heart.  They would release dark 

things that were forming inside of them unto the Lord. 

 

The fact that the lament of Job, the godly man, is recorded for us by the Spirit here in this text 

gives permission to the people of God in their sorrow to release all that is going on inside of 

them to the Lord.  He can take it.  He cares.  He is concerned.  You can pour out your heart to 

Him. 

 

We see Job letting it loose here.  We need to take these kind of things in because understand, 

there are brothers and sisters in our midst who have these thing within them.  And we need to 

understand this and we need to be able to cope with it and minister to this and have patience and 
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grace with this, unlike Job’s friends who ended up trying to diagnose everything and correct him, 

getting it incredibly wrong when they did. 

 

So we see how Job’s lament in the first part of this passage comes out as godly Job wishing that 

he had never been born; that the day of his birth would be consumed in darkness.  Then Job 

continued on and now we see that his lament in the form of curse gave way to lament in the form 

of complaint. 

 

What we have going into Verses 11 through 26 is Job complaining about his ongoing continued 

existence. 

 

 b. Job complains of his continued existence (3:11-26) 

 

What we see is that the word why starts to appear over and over again.  The word why appears in 

this text a total of six times.  I began by counting the question marks as I was studying this text.  

I found six question marks. 

 

Then with each one of those question marks I traced back to the beginning of the sentence and 

each of those question marks sentences begins with whys.  There are no what questions.  There 

are no how questions.  There are no where questions.  There are just why questions.  Why, why, 

why. 

 

It comes out like this in Job, Given all the suffering and all the pain that I am experiencing, why 

was I ever born and why am I given continued life?  That is what we see here.  So we continue 

and we read this.  Verse 11: 

 
11

”Why did I not die at birth, 

come out from the womb and expire? 
12

Why did the knees receive me? 

or why the breasts, that I should nurse? 
13

For then I would have lain down and been quiet; 

I would have slept; then I would have been at rest, 
14

with kings and counselors of the earth 

who rebuilt ruins for themselves, 
15

or with princes who had gold, 

who filled their houses with silver. 
16

Or why was I not as a hidden stillborn child, 

as infants who never see the light? 
17

There the wicked cease from troubling, 

and there the weary are at rest. 
18

There the prisoners are at ease together; 

they hear not the voice of the taskmaster. 
19

The small and the great are there, 

and the slave is free from his master. 
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Job is here so far saying, It would have been better to die in my infancy and go straight to Sheol, 

the abode of the dead, than to have had life on this earth. 

 

Understand something, you don’t go to Job Chapter 3 to get a developed theological 

understanding of the afterlife.  Here is Job early in redemptive history about the time of Abraham 

with knowledge about things to come that was still cloudy. 

 

If you want knowledge about what comes next after death, go to the New Testament teaching.  

Go to Jesus Christ.  Go to Paul the Apostle of Jesus Christ.  Go to John or Peter.  They will tell 

you about Heaven and Hell.  They will tell you about Paradise and Hades.  That is where you get 

developed knowledge. 

 

Here in the Old Testament we just see what is for a godly man in the midst of profound suffering 

to release what’s within.  We see that sometimes even for those who, by God’s grace, are those 

who honor and love the Lord, there can be these times where it is dim and dark and raw. 

 

This continued on.  Verse 20: 

 
20

”Why is light given to him who is in misery, 

and life to the bitter in soul, 
21

who long for death, but it comes not, 

and dig for it more than for hidden treasures, 
22

who rejoice exceedingly 

and are glad when they find the grave? 
23

Why is light given to a man whose way is hidden, 

whom God has hedged in? 
24

For my sighing comes instead of my bread, 

and my groanings are poured out like water. 
25

For the thing that I fear comes upon me, 

and what I dread befalls me. 
26

I am not at ease, nor am I quiet; 

I have no rest, but trouble comes.” 

 

Deep, deep, deep in the shadowed valley.   We see that sometimes those shadows enter the heart 

and the soul.  Job just let it loose. 

 

Men and women of God, people who love the Lord and love people and honor Scripture, are 

trying to discern if Job was at the point of being suicidal here.  It does not appear that he was.  It 

does not appear that Job was making plans to end his own life. 

 

He was not saying, God, I am going to end my life.  Instead Job was saying, God, I don’t 

understand why You just don’t end my life.  That being the case, we understand that even within 

the hearts of the redeemed, there are times of darkness that can become so profound that even 

Christians will contemplate suicide. 
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There are some believers, some even in recent years. servants of God like Job, who have taken 

their own lives.  That is how thick the darkness within came for them.  The sorrow.  The 

depression.  The anxiety.  In recent years there was a series of pastors of prominent churches 

who took their own lives. 

 

I remember just being stunned when Jarrid Wilson did this.  He served with Greg Laurie at 

Harvest Christian Fellowship.  It really hit home for me when Darrin Patrick of the Acts 29 

Network, serving the Lord in St. Louis committed suicide.  The heaviness set in and he could not 

see the way out and he took his own life.   

 

Here we are in the midst of this Covid-19 season with all these regulations and concerns and all 

of the uncertainties of life, and doctors are warning us that more and more people are 

contemplating and carrying out suicide. 

 

So we need to be sober to how heavy we can become inside.  We need to be sober about how 

godly people like Job can experience these things and we need to have the most sympathy and 

concern for them. 

 

If you are listening to this and you have had these thoughts of suicide rising up inside of you, 

please don’t do that.  Please don’t do that!  Don’t try to have a permanent solution to a temporary 

problem.  I know that it feels like a permanent problem, but don’t take that drastic measure.  You 

let the Lord determine the extent of your days. 

 

You know that there is a God who loves you; who will uphold you, and you just pour yourself 

out to Him.  If you need somebody to unload on, if you have things that are going on inside of 

you that are heavy and thick and you are full of sorrow, I want you to know that you can unload 

on me in the way that Job unloaded on his friends.  I will listen.  I will not try to fix it.  I will just 

listen and pray. 

 

I want to let you know that there are others in this church who will do the same.  You are not 

alone.  If you have immediate need, I want to let you know that there is a hotline that you can 

call with people who care; people who are concerned; people who will help you through this 

season.  (Suicide Prevention Lifeline 800.273.8255).  You will find people here in the church 

and you will find people who are graced by God outside of Bethel Grace as well.  We want to 

see you through this.   

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, these are things that we need to learn to take seriously and to cope 

with.  We have to have measured expectations and understanding of the fact that life can get 

very, very, very hard, even walking at the center of God’s Word. 

 

There is a foul, poisonous, wretched heresy called Prosperity Gospel that dominates the Trinity 

Broadcasting Network.  I have not watched too much of that but I think they have made some 

improvements.  All I know is that there are some false teachers on that network, those who 

preach if you have enough faith you will have health, wealth, and upward mobility.   
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Job would cry out from the Scripture and rebuke those who teach that, because sometimes people 

that are at the center of God’s will experience hard suffering in this life.  And God is at work in 

the midst of those times in astonishingly glorious ways that impact eternity. 

 

Now I want for us to walk through Verses 20 through 26.  I want for us to have a clear-eyed, 

sober view of how things can be, even for followers of Christ, men and women, boys and girls of 

God in Jesus, because sometimes life can be very hard and that is putting it so very lightly. 

 

Take a good look at what is here.  Even as a follower of Jesus Christ, even as one whose not 

being disciplined for some ongoing sin, even for somebody who is seeking obedience to the 

Lord, you may come into times of hardship that are so profound that: 

 

  1. You see nothing good (3:20) 

 

Verse 20: 

 
20

”Why is light given to him who is in misery, 

and life to the bitter in soul 

 

Job was describing his condition and he used the word bitter.  Everything has turned sour.  There 

is light on his days and the light illuminated the things around him, but Job had no capacity to 

enjoy any of it.  He had become bitter within.  That can happen even with good things around us, 

we can’t enjoy them.   

 

I like orange juice.  I think orange juice is fantastic.  It has that sweet taste to it.  There is lots of 

sugar in it.  However, somewhere along life I have realized that you don’t drink orange juice 

after brushing your teeth.   

 

Growing up I would brush my teeth and then I would drink some orange juice, and it tasted 

nasty.  It was bitter.  That which is sweet, tastes bitter.  And when we are going through times of 

trials, even the beauty that is around us irritates us and become bitter.  That happens. 

 

You many times when you see nothing good.  Second, you may have times when: 

 

  2. You have no sense of direction (3:23) 

 

You don’t where you are going or what is supposed to come next.  You don’t know where to go.  

Verse 23: 

 
23

Why is light given to a man whose way is hidden, 

whom God has hedged in? 

 

This was Job releasing what was in him.  He felt trapped.  No sense of direction.  My path is lit 

but it leads to dead-ends.  That language of the hedge is used now again in the book of Job.  

Earlier it was also used in the book of Job.   
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Satan said to God, Well, of course, Job praises you.  You have given him lavish riches, and he 

has this hedge of protection around him.  Now the language of the hedge is used again in the 

book of Job.  This time Job used it saying, I’m stuck in this hedge of containment.  I have light to 

see a path but that path leads into a hedge.   

 

We are going into Fall and I think of corn mazes, and all of the pumpkin patches with corn 

mazes.  I have done a couple corn mazes and I don’t think I care to do many more of them.  

Claustrophobia.  I have that. 

 

Imagine being in a corn maze and you think this is a way out, but you come to a dead-end.  Then 

you backtrack and find that the way you came is hedged over as well with a row of corn.  You 

are stuck and you don’t where you are going and what’s coming next.  I have spoken with a more 

than a few precious brethren in Christ who have felt this way.   

 

Job had no idea how to pick up the pieces or where the path led.  You may have times when you 

see nothing good.  You may have times when you have no sense of direction.  You many times 

where: 

 

  3. You emit an outpouring of groans (3:24) 

 

You open your mouth and groaning comes forth.  Verse 24: 

 
24

For my sighing comes instead of my bread, 

and my groanings are poured out like water. 

 

Job was in such a condition of emotional turmoil that he could not eat bread or drink water.  I 

think that is what this verse means. 

 

Job opened his mouth to take in a portion of a barley loaf.  He opened his mouth and instead of 

bread going in, sighing came out.  Some people say that groaning is even a tame word.  It could 

be like shrieking came out. 

 

Job opened his mouth to take in water and instead of water being poured in, groanings were 

poured out.  You may experience these things.  What we find in the pages of the New Testament 

is that groaning is part of the Christian life in a broken and fallen world. 

 

We don’t even have to be in times of intense warfare like Job was in to groan.  It is kind of like 

the ongoing pattern.  You go into Romans Chapter 8 which is one of the Everest portions of 

Scripture.  It is one of those awesome passages of Scripture. 

 

In a portion in Romans Chapter 8, we find that there is whole lot of groaning going on.  In this 

world under the curse we find that creation groans.  It has been subject to the curse because of 

the fall of the human race into sin.  So the earth quakes.  The tsunamis roar.  The wind storms 

come.  The earth groans. 
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We find that the child of God groans.  They groan in these bodies that are subject to decline.  

That get sick.  That have frustrating experiences of pain.  When the mortality of these bodies is 

brought to bear upon the soul, the soul groans.   

 

We even find in Romans Chapter 8 that the Holy Spirit within groans.  Here we are in a cursed 

world, living in bodies that will fail, and the Holy Spirit, who is the Paraclete and Comforter and 

Counselor, He is there helping with our prayers with words that we don’t even know about, 

groaning to the Lord on our behalf. 

 

There may be times in life where we just emit an outpouring of groans.  I can think of times 

gathered with the brothers in prayer, where we are thinking about the sorrows and the pain being 

faced by people in the church, and with their prayers there are tears just streaming as we groan 

on behalf of the church. 

 

Next, you may have times where: 

 

  4. You experience the worst possible outcome (3:25) 

 

This point is difficult.  This sentence here has affected me as much as any other sentence in the 

book of Job has.  This sentence has gotten me by the collar and has held on tight.  Look at what 

Job said in Verse 25: 

 
25

For the thing that I fear comes upon me, 

and what I dread befalls me. 

 

For Job, I think the things that he feared most was the loss of his ten children.  They were always 

on his mind.  He made sacrifices for them.  He loved them.  He was a godly father, watching 

over his children and they were taken from this world, and Job was pained. 

 

Do we understand that Christian feel pain?  Here we see Job expressing it like this, The thing 

that I fear comes upon me.  What I dread befalls me.  Like every other normal person, I do battle 

with anxiety.  That is an ongoing work of the Spirit in my life, just looking to give my anxieties 

to the Lord. 

 

Life is hard and we all experience anxiety.  One of the ways that I have helped myself through 

times of anxiety is to remind myself, Jeff, come on.  You have all these thoughts running through 

your mind.  You have all these worries and fears, but how often does what you fear actually 

happen?   

 

You think this person is so mad at you and you talk with them, and they don’t know what you 

are talking about.  You have this situation.  That situation.  You think it is going to be the end of 

all things, but it is not!  How many things that you fear actually come to pass?   
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I have consoled and helped myself with that.  I think it is good to do that, because sometimes our 

fears and our anxieties lie to us.  They create things that are not really there, so we must be 

careful.  But, but, even in the lives of Christians honoring the Lord, saved by grace, walking in 

His Spirit, sometimes the worst possible outcome happens. 

 

Sometimes the diagnosis is pancreatic cancer and life is cut short.  Sometimes the diagnosis in 

the little ones is cystic fibrosis.  Sometimes the spouse says I am leaving and I am not coming 

back.  Sometimes the bank account is drained and you lose your job.  These things happen to 

Christians. 

 

I praise God that it doesn’t happen more than it does.  We all have sinned against the Lord and 

what we deserve is judgment and that does not come every day.  I praise God that Satan can’t do 

everything he would like to do us.  But sometimes by the measured hand of God who sees 

everything, not from time but from eternity, the worst things we fear actually come to pass. 

 

Brothers and sisters, when those things come He is right there with you every step of the way, 

bringing you into glory that will far surpass the pain that we experience on this earth.  But we 

need to be honest with the fact that sometimes those things do come to pass.   

 

Finally, sometimes you may have times when: 

 

  5. You have ongoing unrest (3:26) 

 

Verse 26: 

 
26

I am not at ease, nor am I quiet; 

I have not rest, but trouble comes.” 

 

Turmoil and turbulence of soul.  You want it to subside but it does not lift.  In my experience the 

peace of God is sometimes very powerful and sometimes it is a very delicate thing and it is not a 

perpetual thing, as much as I would like it to be the case. 

 

There are times when we are searching for the peace of God, but it does not yet come.  But soon 

enough with some endurance, there is a breaking forth of some fount.  Sometimes we are 

searching for that rest and it is hard to come by.  This is the real deal.  In the midst of it all, there 

is a God seeing us through.   

 

I remember how Paul spoke of his time of unrest.  He had been given a vision, taken up into the 

third heaven into Paradise.  And to keep him from becoming boastful, a thorn was given to him 

in his flesh. 

 

He called it a messenger of Satan.  Paul had the sense that God allowed Satan to do this affliction 

in him, but Satan is under God’s control.  Paul said he had these three seasons of extended prayer 

asking it to be removed.  Then finally Jesus spoke to him saying, My grace is sufficient for you, 

for my power is made perfect in weakness.  Sometimes we have those times of unrest.   
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Given the levity of the evangelical world today, where it always has to be so happy and bright 

and bouncy, if you go through times where you feel like a ton of bricks are inside of you, don’t 

think it strange.  Job experienced the anguish of obedience, walking by faith with the Lord.  It is 

hard world.  Praise God we have His sovereign hand holding us up at all times in ways that we 

may not be perceptive of.   

 

In my opinion, having read through the book of Job and Chapter 3 several times over the past 

couple of month, this is the darkest portion of the book of Job.  This might be one of the darkest 

human experiences in all of Scripture. 

 

I think that what Job communicated here goes every bit as deep and heavy as any of King 

David’s laments in the experience of his depression as recorded in the Psalms.  What we have 

here is every bit as heavy as what Jeremiah released in his heaving lamentations.  This is the 

deepest and heaviest portion of the book of Job, maybe the deepest and heaviest human 

experience in Old Testament redemptive history. 

 

However, let me remind you that there was a deeper and heavier experience still.  We move into 

the New Testament and we read that there was another whom Job was just a faint foreshadow of.  

Job was a blameless man.  This One was holy, holy, holy.  He was holy in the most profound 

meaning of the word holy.   

 

This One left Heaven’s glory and came onto this earth as a servant.  This One was totally 

submissive to the will of the Father, and He became obedient unto death, even death on the cross.  

But while He was on the cross, there was the visual suffering that we saw at the hand of man, but 

there was another layer that went so much deeper.   

 

This was suffering that could not be seen by the human eye, because upon this Lamb of God was 

placed the sin of the world.  He bore our sins in His body on the tree.  He who knew no sin 

became sin, according to 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

 

Jesus took our sin into Himself somehow, bringing into His system all of the guilt, despair, and 

all of the toxicity of sin.  And the fellowship between the Father and the Son, the eternal love, 

was ruptured.  Instead of receiving the smile of grace and love, Jesus received the outpouring of 

judgment. 

 

All the wrath that human sin deserved was poured out on Him and He cried out in dereliction, 

My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?  That is the lowest point in any suffering 

throughout time and eternity. 

 

That suffering was born out of love for us that we might be set free; that our sin might be 

removed from us; that moving into the remainder of life into eternity, the burden of our 

transgression might be removed and that we might be set free before the holiness of the Living 

God. 
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Earlier in Job Chapter 3, Job wished that deep, heavy darkness would come and consume the day 

of his birth.  That did not happen.  However, on that Good Friday as Jesus hung on the cross 

from noon until 3:00 PM, a deep darkness consumed the land of Israel as the Son of God 

suffered to free us from our sin. 

 

Jesus expired.  His body breathed its last.  His body was treated and it was wrapped and it was 

placed in cold, dark tomb.  There that body remained into the third day, but on the morning of 

the third day, there was light.  There was glory.  There was power as the power of Heaven 

entered that tomb and King Jesus burst forth from the grave in power and in glory and in 

majesty, with everlasting life to all of those who will submit themselves to Him. 

 

Now, following Christ there will be times of profound heaviness within us, but be encouraged, 

brother and sister, that Jesus rose from the dead.  Life in Him is everlasting and He will see you 

through the hardships of this life into a glorious eternity that is going to be beyond your wildest 

expectations. 

 

Jesus is alive and we live in Him and through our sorrow, understand that we have a merciful 

High Priest.  We can go to Him and even when things feel so raw, we can pour out our hearts to 

our King who loves us. 

 

As we finish, I want to go with a more positive conclusion on this idea of birth.  Early in the 

book of Job there were happy birthdays.  Then we had Job speaking with very dark language 

about the day of his birth. 

 

However, I want to bring it back to happy language about birth as we finish up, because there is 

a new birth that we have received in Christ Jesus.  I pray that the Spirit will illuminate these 

words to your heart in whatever it is you are going through.  I Peter Chapter 1 Verses 3 through 

7: 

 
3
Blessed be the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to his great 

mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
5
who by God’s power are being guarded through 

faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  
6
In his you rejoice, though 

now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 
7
so that 

the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though 

it is tested by fire—may be found to result in the praise and glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 

We, the church, are born again in Christ Jesus.  That is the same language that is at the end of I 

Peter.  Verse 22: 

 
22

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly 

love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 
23

since you have been born 

again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding 

word of God; 
24

for 
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 All flesh is like grass 

 And all its glory like the flower of grass. 

 The grass withers, 

 and the flower falls, 

 
25

but the word of the LORD remains forever.” 

 

And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 

 

Even beautiful blossoms fade, and that is just a picture of the human body.  When the body 

fades, there is suffering involved and Peter reminded us that we have been born again through an 

imperishable seed.   

 

The Word of the Lord lasts forever.  And those who have been born again by that same Word of 

Lord will last forever, and ever, and ever!  Whatever trials that you are going through, whatever 

trial is yet to come, when the anguish of the heart is profound, I pray that these promises would 

be ignited by the Holy Spirit, giving those who have cast themselves upon Jesus in faith the 

confidence and the knowledge that whatever hardship you are in now, you are going to outlast it.   

 

You are going to be delivered ultimately into a paradise, a resurrected Heaven and Earth, a 

tangible experience of everlasting life that will be filled with singing and happy dances before 

the Lord with one another. 

 

I pray that the hope of that illuminates your heart to give you endurance and steadfastness 

through the trials that will be experienced on this earth. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 


